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Artes and Liberal Arts: 
From Medieval Learning to the Modern University 

 
A panel discussion featuring Jan Ziolkowski, Eileen Sweeney, 

Ahmed Ragab, and Nicholas Watson  
 
 

Like many other American universities and colleges, Harvard presents its undergraduate teaching mission as 
one rooted in the “Liberal Arts.” Understood as a diverse and ecumenical community of disciplines and 
approaches, the Liberal Arts thus is the organizing structure informing not only Harvard’s General Education 
program but also its major fields of undergraduate study (the concentrations). Through the integration of 
broad-based exploration and more focused study, a Harvard liberal arts education is is meant to provide 
students with more than training for a future career; it aims, rather, to prepare them for adult lives as 
flourishing, innovative, and responsible individuals and citizens. In this panel, we will explore the deep history 
of our contemporary “Liberal Arts” model, a model with roots reaching back nearly two millennia. Why are 
these disciplines defined as “arts”? Why were they “liberal”? How did the artes liberales define education in the 
medieval world—and how does that medieval legacy still shape the project of the Liberal Arts today? 

 
 

Monday, 21 September 2015 
6:00 - 7:30 pm 

Barker Center 110 (the Thompson Room), 12 Quincy Street 
 

preceded by the fall welcoming reception of the committee 
on medieval studies. for more information, visit us at 

http://medieval.fas.harvard.edu 
 
 
 
 
 

Image: The philosopher Macdarge teaches his disciples; Guillaume de Tignonville, Les diz 
moraulx des philosophes (Harvard University, Houghton Library. MS Typ 207, f. 25v) 


